Some Ohfervations of Vipcxs. 

Acmlomliaikri, called France [cq J^di, having lately had 
an opportuaityj by che great number of Vipers^ broughc ro 
the Grand L uk^ oiTojcany for the compoftng of Theriac or 
Treacle, to exanitne what is vulgarly delivered and beheved 
concerning the Poyfonofihofe Creatures, hath^ (according 
to the account, given of it in theV rcncli lournai d^s Scavansj 
printed January 4, f6d|) performed his undertaking with 
much exadlnefs-, and publilli'd in an Italian trad:^ not yet come 
into England^ thefe Obfervations* 

r* He hath obferved, that the poyfon of Vipers is neither 
in their Teeth^ nor in their Tayk^ nor h\ their Gelb but in 
the two Fe/icies or Bladders^ which cover their tceth^ and which 
coming robe comprclTed. when the Vipers bite, do emit a 
certain yellowini Liqnorj that runs along the teech and poy- 
fons the wound. Whereof he gives this proof, that he hath 
rub'd the woundsof many Animals with the G^// of ViperSj 
and pricked them with their Teeth^ and yet no confiderable 
ill accident foUow^d upon it 5 but that as often as he rubbed 
the wounds with the faid yellow Liquor, not one of them e- 
fcaped. 

7 Whereas commonly it hath hitherto been believed, that 
the poyfon of Vipen^ being fwallov/cd, was prefent deaths this 
Juthor^ after many reiterated Experiments J, is faid to have 
obferved.that in Vipers there is neither Humour^ nor Excre- 
ment, nor any part, not the Gall it felf, that, ^^'^^^% taken into 
the Body, kills. And he afllires, thathehath feen men eat, 
and hath often made Bruit Animals fwallow all that is eftcem'd 
nioft poyfonous in a Viper 3 yet without the leailmifchief to 
them. Whence he fliews 3 that it needs not fo much to be 
wondred al^^ that certain Empiru\s fwallow the juyce of the 
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moft venomous Animals without receiving any harm there- 
by; adding, that, which is adfcribed to the vertue of their 
Jmidote^ ought to be attributed to the n;?tureof thofe kinds 
ef Pdyfons, which are no poyfons, when they are fwallow'dj 
( for which Doflrine healfoaliedges ^^//>^/ ) butooely when 
they are put into wounds. Whichalfoh^sbeen noted by !«• 
can^ who introduces Cato thus fpeakiog^ 

Noxia ferpentum efi admifio f anguine pe/I/s, 
Morfu virm babenl:^ CjJ fat urn dente mtnaniuri^ 
Pocula morte carent. 

And whatalfo fome Authors have affirm'd, t^/W, That it is 
mortal, to eat of the Flefh of creatures killed by Vipers i or 
to drink of the Wine wherein Vipers have been drowncdsor 
to fuck the wounds that have been roade by them, is by this 
Authourobferved to be wide of truth* For he afTures, that 
pjany pcrfons have eaten Pullets and Pigeons ^ bitten by Vi- 
pers, without finding any alteration from it in their health, 
Ow the contrary, he declares^Thatitis a foveraign Remedy 
againft the biting of Vipers^ to fuck the wound; alledging 
an Experiment, made upon a Dog, v/hich he caufed to be 
bitten by a Viper at the nofe, who by licking his own wound 
raved his'life/ Which h= confirms bV the ?»mple of tho(e 
peoplCj celebrated in Hijlory by the nameof M^^and Pjilli^ 
whofe Employment it was, tS heal thofe, that had been bitten 
by Serpents, by fucking their wounds. 

3. He addsj that although G^/^« and many modern Fhyfti- 
am do affirm, that there is nothingj which caufeth fo mtich 
thirft, as Vipers-flefli, yet he hath experimented the contrary 
and known aivers perfons^ who did eat the flefh of Vipers at 
all their meals, and yet did aflTure hira^ they never were lefs dry, 
then when they obferved that kind of Diet. 

4 As for the Salt of Vipers, whereof fome chjmi(ls have 
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fo great efteem, he faidi, that ie hath no Purgingyettm U atl 
In it; adding that even of M Salt/, nose hath more vertue 
than another, as he pretends to have fliew*din an other ^^^ 
of bis, De natura faliumi which alfo hath.not been yet trauC 
mitted into thefe parts. 

f, Hedeniesj what //n^/^/i^/^airures^ and what G^/^« faith 
to' have often tryed, thar the Spittle oi a Fafting perfbn kills 
Vipers , and he laughs at rnany other particuIarSj that have 
been deh'vered concerning the Antipat^rj of Vipers unto cer^ 
rain things > and their manner of Conception and Generation, 
<and fevera! other properties,, coranionly afcrlbed to them ^' 
which the ailedged French Author affirms to be refuted by fo 
iTiany experiments made by this //^rfe/i Philofopher, that it 
feems to him, there \% no place left for doubting^afcer fo ^U* 
thentick a tefcimony, 

Advsrtifement, 

THe Rsadsr of thefe TJranfaBzoni is defired to correct: thefe 
Efrata in i^umher%, vi\. page, i p. line, penult, read 
kf^im for Lime 1^ and page igj. line iD. read Tkre;%er for Trss 
pber^ as I'ome Copiej have |t j and page ig6. h'ne uft read Pun/i^ 
fox putt ifie. 
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